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About the Moderator and Panelists 

 
Earl Yates is the former Chair of the Shiloh Baptist Church Social Justice Ministry and Co-chair of the 

Washington National Cathedral Gun Violence Prevention Mission.  Prior to his retirement in 2014, 

he was a Senior Foreign Service Officer in the United States Peace Corps and also held management 

positions in other federal agencies.   

 

    

Melvin Floyd, a native of West Philadelphia, is currently a junior at Bloomsburg University.  When 

he began his senior year at Boys' Latin in 2018, he had just lost two classmates to gun violence, 

and another had been killed the year before.  Sociologist and filmmaker Nora Gross was at the 

school, studying students' experience of grief, and she invited Floyd to make a documentary for his 

senior project.  Floyd and two other student co-directors filmed and edited under her guidance 

over the course of two years to create "Our Philadelphia."   

 

Dr. Diane Reese is an Assistant Professor of Counseling at Trinity Washington University in 

Washington, DC. She is the lead faculty member of the School Counseling Program and teaches 

additional foundational counseling courses in the Counseling Program. Dr. Reese is a member of 

the Initiative on Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and Trauma Research Team.  Dr. Reese has 

worked in three Virginia school districts at various levels as a professional school counselor.  Dr. 

Reese holds a Ph.D. in Counseling, Endorsement in Administration & Supervision, and a MA in 

School Counseling from The George Washington University; MA in Management from Webster 

University; and BS in Criminal Justice from Savannah State University. 

 

Lauryn Renford is a sophomore at George Washington University.  After she lost her boyfriend, 

Zaire Kelly, to gun violence in 2017, Lauryn became a leading voice in the DC area in the fight for 

attacking the systematic causes of violence in black communities. Lauryn is also a co-founder of 

Pathways 2 Power, a student advocate group at Thurgood Marshall Academy Public Charter School 

in D.C. that works to address the toxic mentalities that normalize violence, crime, housing 

insecurity, mental health issues, and more. 


