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Larry Eig retired as a senior attorney at the Library of Congress. There, he managed lawyers who 

provided advice to Congress in a public policy context. Larry also was a managing editor of a legal 

treatise on the U.S. Constitution. He has served on the board of a local synagogue, where he chaired the 

adult education committee. Larry is a graduate of Tulane University and the Georgetown University Law 

Center. An Ashton resident for over 30 years, he enjoys gardening, crosswords, and watching baseball. 

 
Samuel Gobrail: Principal Solution Architect, Pariveda. JD/MBA, American University 

Living nearby to the museum (New Hampshire Avenue), Sam wants to help engage similarly positioned 

young parents into museum involvement while creating a place for his son to discover and learn.  Sam 

has a passion for and extensive history of helping organizations align around who they want to become 

by co-creating a future vision grounded in sound architectures and customer-centered insights. As an 

entrepreneur, attorney, and former civil servant, solving problems of all different kinds (people, 

processes, tools, technology) with a focus on the user and customer experience has been and continues 

to be his lifelong pursuit. Sam is also a professional photographer and an amateur film photographer. 

Sam serves his community through active participation on multiple not-for-profit boards. 

 
Shanta Bryant Gyan is the Sr. Communications Director with the US Agency for International 

Development’s Private Sector Engagement Hub. Shanta has worked in the field of international 

development and non-profit sector for more than 20 years, where she directed the communications 

offices for leading international organizations. She served as the publicist for a traveling children’s 

exhibit, Torn From Home: My Life as a Refugee, an exhibit that takes young audiences on an inspiring, 

hands-on journey into the lives of refugee children. She managed U.S. and international press for the 

opening of a museum exhibit celebrating the centennial of the American-Scandinavian Foundation in 

New York City.  Community service includes serving on the Executive Boards of PTAs at Sherwood High 

School and elementary and middle schools in Maplewood and South Orange, NJ. At her children's 

elementary school, Shanta served as the Cultural Heritage Coordinator.  She is the Diversity Chair at 

Sherwood High School, and previously served as NAACP representative. As a member of Sharp Street 

United Methodist Church, Shanta supports the Communications Ministry and Health Ministry.  

 

Andrea (Angie) Hart’s areas of expertise are Strategic Planning, Strategic and Targeted Event Planning 

and Management, Fundraising, Legislative Contacts, Diversity and Inclusion review and program.  After a 

Long career in higher education, her current position is Assistant to the Chief Executive Officer at 

Accenture in Arlington, Virginia.  Andrea is an accomplished professional with over 20 years of 

comprehensive executive level management and administrative experience in academia and the private 

sector consulting environments.  She is exceptionally skilled in strategic planning and implementation, a 

data- driven and results oriented with the capacity to organize and align strategic priorities.  She is eager 

to undertake new or unique challenges, and build/maintain productive relationships within diverse 

environments.  Andrea is a local resident with a long family history in Sandy Spring. 
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Ann Kolakowski: Brookeville resident Ann E. Kolakowski is the senior director of planned gifts at the 

Humane Society of the United States. Prior to joining the HSUS in 2014, she served in various fundraising 

positions at Towson University (her undergraduate alma mater) and the Johns Hopkins University (from 

which she received a master’s in creative writing) and also has extensive experience in publications 

writing, editing and production. Ann holds the Chartered Advisor in Philanthropy designation from the 

American College and currently serves as the president-elect of the National Capital Gift Planning 

Council and 2021 annual conference chair. Additionally, she volunteers as the co-director of the Mid-

Atlantic Chapter of the FSHD Society, a national organization devoted to finding treatments and a cure 

for fascioscapulohumeral muscular dystrophy.  Ann is the author of Persistence: Poems of Warren, 

Maryland (David Robert Books) and enjoys sewing and attending live music with her husband, Frank. 

They are the parents of two grown children.  

 

Mercy Joseph retired as a senior manager of Sales Planning & Analysis at UATP.  She specialized in 

industry research, sales analytics and strategic planning.  She currently serves as the volunteer Grants 

Manager for ASHA for Women, a nonprofit dedicated to empowering South Asian women who face 

domestic and/or elder abuse. She is active in the Association for India's Development, a volunteer 

movement promoting sustainable, equitable and just development in India. She also served as a 

volunteer and chaired Montgomery County’s Community Development Advisory Committee under its 

Housing Opportunities Commission.  Mercy has an MBA from Penn's Wharton School, is a member of 

the National Association of Purchasing Card Professionals, and lives in Potomac with her husband.  She is 

drawn to Sandy Spring Museum’s potential for fostering community and strengthening inter-

connectedness and sees her role on the Board as a way to promote these values. 

 
Thene Martin retired as a partner from the international law firm Hogan Lovells LLC (formerly Hogan & 

Hartson, LLP), practicing in the areas of corporate and finance law, with particular focuses on mergers & 

acquisitions and private equity/venture capital transactions. At Hogan & Hartson, she served on the 

Diversity Committee as well as the Recruitment Committee and was a member of the firm’s Mergers 

and Acquisitions Steering Committee. Prior to joining Hogan & Hartson in 1993, Thene practiced in the 

New York and Washington offices of Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson. Currently on the boards of 

MedStar National Rehabilitation Network and Hero Dogs, Inc., Thene previously sat on the board of 

Children’s Chorus of Washington and served as President of the Sandy Spring Civic Association. She 

received her undergraduate and law degrees from the University of Minnesota and is admitted to the 

bars of New York, the District of Columbia and Maryland. Thene and her husband George live on a farm 

in Sandy Spring with two Springer Spaniel pups and four horses. 

 

Darab Shabahang has worked as a musician, artist, graphic designer, webmaster, journalist, human 

rights activist and Persian music instructor for more than 30 years in Iran, Canada and United States. He 

got his BSc. from Poona University, India and continued his Masters in Bedford College in London.  In 

2003 Shabahang moved to Washington DC. He was employed by Voice of America and worked in PNN 

(Persian News Network) as a graphic artist and journalist. He exhibited several art shows, projects such 
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as Immigration, Persian Copper Art and Portraits in Maryland.  Shabahang established the nonprofit 

organization PACC (Persian Arts & Cultural Communities). PACC exists to strengthen and sustain the 

legacy of Iranian-American Arts and Culture through community-building, education and art therapy.  

PACC provides weekly and monthly music, poetry and visual arts workshops and holds seasonal cultural 

festivals, to multicultural communities, individuals, groups and other organizations through arts and 

cultural services. Shabahang is also a part-time art teacher in Montgomery College. He resides in 

Rockville - Maryland. 

 

Joseph Shapiro is the Director of Media Relations at the American Association of Colleges of 

Osteopathic Medicine where he leads the strategy and execution of AACOM’s earned and social media 

efforts to build the awareness and understanding of AACOM’s positive impact on and contributions to 

osteopathic medical education and medical education overall. He manages crisis communications and 

brand reputation efforts, cultivates and maintains relationships with top journalists at local, regional and 

national outlets and acts as the point of contact for all inbound media requests. He also supervises the 

social media team and oversees social media strategy develop and execution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


